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Welcome to the Annual Conference of Oikosnet Europe 

Agape, Centro Ecumenico, Italy, 11 – 15 September 2019 

“Europe and Migration: Identities on Moving Landscapes – A Historical View from the Alps” 

On behalf of the Board of Oikosnet Europe and on behalf of the Centro Ecumenico it is our 

pleasure to invite you to the next Annual Conference (AC) of Oikosnet Europe (OE). 

The AC is scheduled to take place from 11 – 15 September 2019 in Agape (Italy). The AC 

will begin at 19h00 on the 11th with an opening worship to be followed by a dinner and an 

opening session. The AC will end with breakfast and departures on 15 September. 

The Centro Ecumenico Agape is based in the small village of Prali in the mountains (1600 

meters above sea level) in the province of Torino. Agape is an ambitious project that was born 

halfway through the last century from the ideas of a Waldensian pastor, Tulio Vinay. Its main 

goal is to be a meeting place. The founding values of Agape, i.e. reconciliation and 

reconstruction, are the basis of all its activities. From the community life and volunteer work 

to the daily life in the center, priority is given to being and living together in an inclusive and 

sustainable way. The center uses voluntary work to promote both individual responsibility and 

involvement in community life, creating a context in which everybody can contribute in their 

own way. For further information on Agape consult the center’s website: 
https://agapecentroecumenico.org/en/ 

A study day and an excursion will form the first part of the Annual Conference 2019. Under 

the main theme of the conference “Europe and Migration: Identities on moving landscapes: an 

historical view from the Alps”, we will explore how identities are formed and changing. 

Waldensian communities are migrating communities – by means of survival, by force and, 

after civil rights were granted to religious minorities in 1848, by choice. Moving slowly from 

a clandestine movement, to a Church in a ghetto and ultimately to freedom has brought a 

change from a closed community to a Church open to everyone. How can identities forged by 

forced migration change with freedom? Is a crisis needed to form new identities? 

In the recent migration movements we can see similar processes of forming and changing 

identities. We will analyze these processes in the light of accessibility and community back 

then and today, we will give an insight to the political contexts in Italy and its position in 

https://agapecentroecumenico.org/en/


Europe and we will discover what answers Protestant Churches in Italy and the Italian Civil 

Society have found to the identarian challenges of today. 

Besides the study day and the excursion, we will also engage in some important business 

issues related to the future of our network. Among other issues will have to elect a new Board 

member. In the last AC’s, many Oikosnet members attended and profited from the 

networking. We will continue this process in the AC 2019 and will reflect on appropriate 

methods for networking and sharing among Oikosnet members. 

Registration 

The registration for the AC is done online through the website www.oikosnet.eu 

You can choose to pay by invoice or business card as you wish. Please contact the secretariat 

of OE if you have any questions about your registration office@oikosnet.eu  Deadline for 

registration is August 27, 2019, but please register as early as you can. 

Link for registration 

Travel Instructions 

Travelling to Prali by public transport is not easy. Therefore shuttles will be organized from 

Torino Airport, which is the closest airport to Prali. From there it takes at least one and a half 

hour to get to the Centro Ecumenico. Please, plan your arrival time in order to arrive at Torino 

Airport no later than 16h00 on 11 September. And, please, plan you return flight on 15 

September with ample time to travel from Prali to Torino Airport. We will provide you in due 

time with further travel instructions.  

Conference Language 

The conference language for all events will be English only. Some consecutive translation on 

a voluntary basis might be possible, but a sufficient knowledge of English (active and passive) 

is required, at least desired. 

Costs and financial support 

The conference fee remains at the level of previous years: 350€ for the AC (Board, Lodging, 

Conference Fee, Excursion is included). Participants are expected to cover their own travel 

costs. 

According to our agreed policy and given the difficult financial situation of some of our 

members, we want to state that the lack of resources should, however, not be an obstacle for 

members to attend the AC. There is a limited budget for supporting members in need of 

financial support to attend the AC, which will be distributed, in principle, on a “first come –

first served” basis. 

If you are in need of support, please contact our Treasurer at: Karolina@ecumakad.cz or our 

President Walter Lüssi at walter.luessi@zh.ref.ch. This also applies to especially invited 

guests. 

Please note that you should contact our Treasurer before you register to the conference 

online if you need financial support or if you are an especially invited guest.  

Agenda 

If you have any issues, projects etc. which you want to discuss at the AC or if you have any 

special contribution to make, please get in touch with Executive Secretary Rüdiger Noll 

noll@evangelische-akademien.de. In any case, we will provide you with further documents 

and practical details in due time before the meeting. 

http://www.oikosnet.eu/
mailto:office@oikosnet.eu
https://dinkurs.se/appliance/?event_id=60553
mailto:Karolina@ecumakad.cz
http://www.oikosnet.eu/oikosnet-europe-annual-conference-2018/walter.luessi@zh.ref.ch.
http://www.oikosnet.eu/oikosnet-europe-annual-conference-2018/noll@evangelische-akademien.de.


Proxies 

In case that an Oikosnet member will not be able to attend the AC 2019 we would still like to 

hear from you. And do not forget to transfer your voting rights to another Oikosnet member. 

A form sheet to nominate proxies will be available from the Oikosnet Secretary 

noll@evangelische-akademien.de. For several decisions it will be crucial to have a quorum. 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming you at the AC 2019 in Agape. In case you 

have any further questions, please, do not hesitate to contact us. For the time being we remain 

With every good wish, 

 

Walter Lüssi       Malte Dahme 

President, Oikosnet Europe    Director, Centro Ecumenico Agape 
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